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The Legislative Experience and Enlightenment Of The Great Lakes Ecosystem Management : Taking The
Great Lakes Water Quality Agreement as an Example
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1 Guangzhou Institute of Geography, Guangdong Academy of Sciences
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[Abstract] Implementing integrated protection and systematic restoration of mountains, rivers, forests,
farmlands, lakes, grasslands, and deserts is an important means for China to promote the construction of
ecological civilization. The Great Lakes are among the earliest in the world to apply ecosystem approaches
and have achieved remarkable results. The legislative experience is worth studying and drawing lessons from.
This article reviews the ecological management experience, legislative process, and logical framework of the
Great Lakes, analyzes and summarizes the successful experiences of cross—regional, multi—stakeholder
implementation of ecological protection and restoration in the Great Lakes. It offers insights for China's
ecological system management and legislation work by proposing to standardize adaptive management,
implement the territorial space use control and ecological protection and restoration responsibilities of natural
resource management departments, establish multi—departmental collaboration mechanisms, improve the
assessment and monitoring system for key areas, and refine the participation mechanisms of various social
stakeholders.
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