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On the transaction theory of environmental use right based on social contract theory
Xuekun Yang, Yulu Fu
Shaanxi Polytechnic University (School of Economics, management and Law)

[Abstract] environmental pollution is a difficult problem for all countries in the world, and the common
practices of all countries are generally difficult to get out of the routine of administrative coercion or judicial
sanctions. In the 1860s, American economist dales put forward the theory of emission trading in order to
gradually realize the total quantitative control of pollution and market—oriented resource allocation through the
monetization of emission trading, so as to realize the benign development of environmental protection and
economy. However, without a clear source of rights, it is difficult to reasonably design the transaction system.
Based on the theory of social contract, starting from the origin of environmental use right, this paper puts
forward the theory of environmental contract between nature and human beings, and then discusses that human
beings hand over their environmental use right to the state for management based on their survival needs.
Within the scope of total environmental capacity, those who exceed the natural empowerment and overuse buy
the use right, and those who are underused can sell the use right, Let the environmental use cost become an
important weapon to reduce environmental pollution. Based on this theory, it will be more reasonable to build
the environmental use right market trading system, which is more conducive to stimulate the enthusiasm of
market subjects and avoid excessive administrative intervention.
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